   ASCC SBS Panel
Approved Minutes

Thursday, October 16, 2014





9:00 – 10:30 AM

110 Denney Hall
ATTENDEES: Ewoldsen, Givens, Haddad, Lam, Mitzen, Valle, Vankeerbergen.
AGENDA:
· Approval of 10-3-14 minutes  
· Ewoldsen, Givens, unanimously approved
· International Studies 4804 (new course) 
· Provide distribution of meeting times on syllabus. 
· P. 3: Explain what the following assignments/requirements entail: peer assessment, Socratic, and instructor assessment.
· P. 4: Attendance: Participation statement re: 5% is confusing: “Students with two or more unexcused absences will lose 5% of their participation grade, and 5% for each absence thereafter.” If two or more absences lead to a deduction of 5%, how can each additional absence after that lead to more grade reductions in 5% increments? The statement is furthermore confusing because there does not seem to be a participation grade for this course. 
· P. 4: Provide meaning of “precursor for this course.” Panel does not know what this refers to and likely students will not either.
· Mitzen, Ewoldsen, unanimously approved with 4 contingencies (in bold above)
· International Studies 4805 (new course)  
· Provide distribution of meeting times on syllabus.
· P. 1: Phase 3: A plan in real time against a potentially hostile opposition. Explain what that entails. What is the nature of the confrontation? This may need to be reviewed by University Legal (depending on what this is). If this phase entails a dangerous/confrontational activity in the community, how would faculty member safeguard the students? Furthermore, is there research involved and, if so, does that necessitate an IRB?
· P. 2: Explain what the following assignments/requirements entail: Volunteer Support Portfolio, After Action Report, peer assessment, and instructor assessment.
· P. 3: Attendance: Participation statement re: 5% is confusing: “Students with two or more unexcused absences will lose 5% of their participation grade, and 5% for each absence thereafter.” If two or more absences lead to a deduction of 5%, how can each additional absence after that lead to more grade reductions in 5% increments? The statement is furthermore confusing because there does not seem to be a participation grade for this course. 
· Could 4804 and 4805 be combined into one course with a lab part?
· No vote. Send proposal back to unit with the comments above.
· Geography 5212 (new course) 
· This will be an alternative to CSE course in the GIS major.
· Need concurrence from CSE.

· Please provide updated curriculum map for the major since this is a course in the major.

· Course is numbered at the 5000-level, which means that it will be routinely offered for both undergraduate and graduate credit. What graduate students in the Department of Geography will take this course?

· Syllabus: 
· Provide distribution of meeting times on syllabus.
· P. 2 “Assignments: 50%”. Please specify the nature of these assignments.
· P. 2 There will be “approximately” 4 midterms. An exact number should be given so that students know what to expect.
· If exams on Carmen are taken in lab, please specify as much. If that is not the case, recommendation that faculty member consult with ASC Tech on how best to administer exams using Carmen.
· Givens, Ewoldsen, unanimously approved with contingencies (in bold above) and one recommendation (in italics)
· Data Analytics BS revision (addition of Social Science Analytics Specialization) 
· There have been several recent changes to the Geography courses in the proposal. These changes will become effective AU15. Request to double-check accuracy of all the information concerning these courses. (For example, 5200, 5201, and 5222 will have new titles. Geog 5220 is in the process of being renumbered to 5210; 5221 will become 5226.) The prerequisite information of the Geography courses will also change in some instances. (For example, some numbers of Geography prereqs may have changed. Curriculum.osu.edu does not list a Math prereq for Geography 5201 starting AU15.) 
· Point brought up by the NMS Panel: Outcomes: The courses that fulfill specialization outcomes fulfill these at the intermediate or advanced level (except for Soc 3487, which fulfills one goal at the beginning level). Where do students receive beginning level exposure to the outcomes in the specialization? A: Likely, beginning-level exposure is provided in the prereqs and the GE courses. We can ask Associate Dean Kathleen McGraw to articulate a full answer. 
· A Social Science faculty member on the oversight committee would oversee the research project. The research could be done in any SBS unit.

· For the research project, the proposal needs to further clarify what the role of the SBS representative on the oversight committee is vs. the faculty member in the specific SBS Dept in which the research will be carried out. How does research happen administratively? Who approves final report of the research?
· Concern about the elective courses: The fact that 3 courses can come from different disciplines/departments does not seem to be good preparation for a research project. Panel has 3 suggestions for how this could be addressed:
· Go through all 18 courses and ascertain that these cover enough content;
· Develop specific guidelines for research project;
· Request that external committee address this issue when assessment is done.
· Shouldn’t there be a required ethics course? Ethics of big data is an important issue. Big data has its own set of issues separate from research ethics. Or maybe ethics should be part of the learning outcomes for the specialization? Perhaps the topic could be inserted in overview of research methods. 
· Two 7000-level Political Science courses are listed in the Focused Research Methods category. Concern: undergraduate students are not permitted to take a graduate course for undergraduate credit without taking several administrative steps.
· Mitzen, Givens, unanimously approved with 2 contingencies (in bold above) and four recommendations (in italics)

